

Adopted 10/9/18


Introduced by Council Member Newby and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Dennis, R. Gaffney, Brosche, Pittman, Freeman, Crescimbeni Becton, Morgan and Hazouri: 
RESOLUTION 2018-656-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND MOURNING THE PASSING OF MRS. SHERRY HARRIS BLUE, A PILLAR OF THE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, on March 21, 1967, proud parents, Alonzo Harris and Carolyn Watson received a gift that would forever change their lives in the birth of their baby girl, Sherry Harris. A native of Jacksonville and raised on the Northside, Sherry graduated from the William Marion Raines Senior High School Class of 1985. She attended Edward Waters College, Florida's oldest independent institution of higher education, and graduated Cum Laude, in 2002, with a Bachelor's degree in Business Administration. Her greatest joys were being a mother to Tiffany and Vernard, a grandma to Vernard III, Verrohn, Aiden, and Vaughn, and a wife to Gregory Blue; and

WHEREAS, Sherry H. Blue, a pillar of the community, was determined to "make it happen" as an entrepreneur, philanthropist, motivational speaker, and visionary. Many people referred to her as a "boss" and a "game changer." She was the epitome of the ultimate successful woman with her smile, laughter, wisdom, kindness, focus, leadership, strength, and support. To have had the benefit of her wisdom was worth years in a business program at a prestigious university. She retired from Florida Blue after 20 years of service, with a Six Sigma Black Belt Certification. Her professional experience continued as she took on a male-dominated field as the President/CEO/Founder of the successful Make It Happen Bail Bonds. Also, she was the President/CEO/Managing General Agent of Executive Bonding Group and Managing Partner/CEO of Luxuree Limo Service; and
WHEREAS, Mrs. Blue's philanthropy, community involvement, and leadership roles were numerous and steadily increasing. She served in many capacities with national and local organizations such as Diamond Life Member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., by which she was initiated through the Omicron Beta Chapter and member of the Jacksonville Alumnae Chapter. She was recently inducted into the Jacksonville Chapter of The Links, Inc. She was an active supporter of the Johnson Family YMCA, Clara White Mission, Women Business Owners of Northeast Florida, Professional Bail Agents of the United States, National Association of Professional Women, Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce, and many others. Sherry Blue's corporate and entrepreneurial achievements and awards range from the completion of the Jim Moran Institute for Global Entrepreneurship, College of Business NonProfit Executive Program; awarded the Foundation for Fortitude's Inaugural Harris – Blue Humanitarian Award, named after her; the Duval Trailblazer and Decision Maker Award; Overall Outstanding Agent Award by Seneca Insurance and Ninpo Surety; and the Women of Steel Award by Entrepreneurs Anchor Magazine;and
WHEREAS, Sherry Harris Blue was committed to investing in the lives of her family, friends, and the community with special focus on the future of young women who were experiencing the same or similar struggles she faced early in life. She viewed philanthropy work as rewarding because it changes lives and it builds hope, so it was only befitting that her passion for enriching the lives and minds of young women would become a reality. Mrs. Sherry Blue founded Foundation for Fortitude, Inc., a nonprofit organization to provide scholarships, mentorship, and education to young college women. Many of the young women in the program are first-generation college students, and their need of support can make the difference in their staying committed to their educational goals; and
WHEREAS, in Sherry Blue's words, "Devote your life to doing good through some platform or path. I can think of nothing that can make a greater impact on your life. It is ‘what you do when no one is looking' that shapes you and builds you, and it matters. It matters whether you are raising money for medical research or a cure, it matters if you make the life of a person or animal better and safer, it matters if you help others reach their potential, it matters if you volunteer and provide support for someone in a disaster that needs hope. It matters. It matters for those your efforts impact, and it matters for you. Make it happen."; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and mourns the passing of Mrs. Sherry Harris Blue, a pillar of the community, and extends to her family and friends its deepest condolences. Sherry Blue was an exemplary woman of style, grace, stature, and professionalism. Although all who knew her will keenly feel the physical absence, Sherry H. Blue's legacy shall live forever.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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